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Abstract

The prospect of teaching students with significant disabilities to read and
write may seem daunting. We have facilitated the development of
classrooms that are based on a balanced literacy approach, working as a
team to support all teachers, therapists, teaching assistants and parents.
The development of the classrooms included full-day presentations, short
monthly presentations, make-it/take it projects, in-class modeling and
coaching, and team celebration of successes. To date, the balanced
literacy classrooms have spanned twelve school districts and over 60
classrooms, and include a range of students (with cognitive impairments,
autism spectrum disorders, physical impairments, many of whom use
augmentative and alternative communication). We will share classroom
results including: assessment, intervention, data, videos and light and
high tech tools. The following instructional areas will be covered:
phonemic awareness, phonics, shared reading, guided reading, writing,
and self-selected reading. The session will include opportunities for small
group discussion and hands-on activities. We will share tips for getting
EVERYONE onboard and excited about pushing for quality, research-based
balanced literacy instruction. Presenters will also focus on ideas for
replicating this project. Participants will receive a CD with multiple forms
for setting up balanced literacy classrooms and sample intervention
templates.




